7th Grade General Music:

Music Elements and Piano
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Name: _______________________________________________

Period: _______________________

Elements of Music
Crossword
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Across

3. How to specifically play a note or a series of notes

6. The special sound of each instrument or voice

7. How long or short to hold a note or silence (rest)

Down

1. More than one pitch played at the same time

2. How fast or slow to play the music (speed of the beat)

4. The organization of a piece of music

5. A series of pitches played or sung one at a time

Introduction to the Piano
1. [image: image4.png]


Fill in the white keys on the keyboard below. 
2. What does the sustain pedal do?
___________________________________________________________________________

3. What is a CHORD?

___________________________________________________________________________

Chord Name


Spelling


Fingering
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C Major



_____
_____
_____
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G Major



_____
_____
_____
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F Major



_____
_____
_____

4. What is a CHORD PROGRESSION?

___________________________________________________________________________

5. What is a BEAT?

___________________________________________________________________________
Musical Element 1: Melody

MELODY is a series of pitches played or sung one at a time

1. The staff is the _______ lines and _______ spaces on which we write music.

2. Please draw 5 treble clefs on the staff below:
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3. What is the range of notes on the treble clef staff? _____________________________.

4. Name the SPACES on the staff below:
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5. What word do these letters spell? _____________________.

6. Name the LINES on the staff below:
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7. What phrase can you use to remember these letters?

___________________________________________________________________________

8. When you are reading music, how can you tell if you are to play a chord?

__________________________________________________________________________.

9. On the staff below, draw the following chords:
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G Major

F Major

Musical Element 2: Harmony

HARMONY is more than one note played at the same time

1. What is a ledger line? _______________________________________________________.

2. Please draw 5 bass clefs on the staff below:
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3. What is the range of notes on the bass clef staff? _______________________________.

4. Name the SPACES on the staff below:


5. What phrase can you use to remember these letters?
___________________________________________________________________________

6. Name the LINES on the staff below:


7. What phrase can you use to remember these letters?

___________________________________________________________________________

8. When a bass clef and treble clef are written together it is called the _______________________.

9. What is the spelling and fingering for the new chord?
Chord Name


Spelling


Fingering


A minor



_____
_____
_____

10. What makes this chord different from the other chords we have learned?

__________________________________________________________________________.
11. What is the difference between a MAJOR chord and a MINOR chord?

__________________________________________________________________________.
12. On the staff below, draw the following chords:


C Major

A minor

MUSIC ELEMENT 3: RHYTHM

RHYTHM is how long to hold a note or silence (rest)

1. Draw each note:





Symbol

Value

Whole Note

_______

4 beats

Half Note


_______

2 beats

Quarter Note

_______

1 beat

Eighth Note

_______

½ beat

Sixteenth Note

_______

¼ beat

2. Draw each rest:





Symbol

Value
Whole Rest

_______

4 beats

Half Rest


_______

2 beats

Quarter Rest

_______

1 beat

Eighth Rest

_______

½ beat

Sixteenth Rest

_______

¼ beat

3. What is a measure? ______________________________________________________.

4. On the staff below, use bar lines to create 4 measures:

5. A time signature is comprised of two numbers:


· Top #: How many ___________ per ___________

· Bottom #: What ________________ equals one ___________


6. Apply these definitions to 

· The number four on top means: ______________________________

· The number four on bottom means: ______________________________
*MUSIC ELEMENT 4: Expression
EXPRESSION tells you how to specifically play a note or series of notes
Special Focus: Dynamics

DYNAMICS are expressive markings that tell a musician how loud or soft to play the notes. A symbol is used to represent each specific dynamic, please write this in the space provides:

Pianississimo – Very, very soft - ______

Mezzo Forte – Medium Loud –  ____

Pianissimo – Very soft - ______


Forte – Loud – ______
Piano – Soft - ______




Fortissimo – Very Loud – ______

Mezzo Piano – Medium Soft - ______

Fortississimo – Very, very loud – ___

Crescendo – Gradually get louder – __________________

Decrescendo – Gradually get softer – __________________

*MUSIC ELEMENT 5: TEMPO

TEMPO tells you how fast or slow to play the music

Presto – ______________________


Andante – _______________________

Allegro – _________________________

Adagio – ______________________
Moderato – _________________________

Largo – _______________________
Accelerando – ___________________________

Ritardando – ____________________________

*MUSIC ELEMENT 6: TONE COLOR

TONE COLOR is the special sound of each instrument or voice

· Pipe Organ

· Sound is produced when ____________________________________
· Bach and Handel

· Harpsichord

· A string is ____________________________
· Bach, Mozart and Handel

· Piano

· A _________________________ a string
· Beethoven, Mozart, Chopin, Schubert, Debussy, Gershwin and Joplin
Sharps and Flats

1. Please label the BLACK keys on the keyboard below. Each black key should have two names.

___/___    ___/___    ___/___




       ___/___





    ___/___


2. What is the symbol for a SHARP and what does it do to a note? 


______  -  __________________________________.

3. What is the symbol for a FLAT and what does it do to a note? 


______  -  __________________________________.

4. Please give three examples of HALF steps.



_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

5. What is an octave? _________________________________________________________.

6. Please give three examples of WHOLE steps.



_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

7. What does a key signature tell you? _________________________________________.

8. What is an arpeggio? _______________________________________________________.

Major and Minor Chords – Right Hand

1. What is an INTERVAL? ___________________________________________________.

2. What interval changes a MAJOR chord to a MINOR chord? ___________________.

3. What is the spelling and fingering for each chord?
Chord Name


Spelling


Fingering

C Major



_____
_____
_____


C Minor



_____
_____
_____

4. Please draw the C Major Chord in Root Position, 1st Inversion and 2nd Inversion:





Root

1st

2nd
Scales – Right Hand

1. What is the order of half steps and whole steps that make up the major scale?

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

2. What is the correct finger order for a scale in the RIGHT hand?



Ascending (Going Up)


________________________________________________________________________


Descending (Going Down)


______________________________________________________________________

3. On the keyboard below, indicate the notes that make up the following scales:

C Major



G Major

Scales Continued – Right Hand

On the music below is a MINOR scale in the right hand, accompanied by a minor chord in the left hand (notice that it is written in the bass clef). Practice the hands separately first. Use the same fingering for the minor scale that you would use for a major scale.

4. What three notes are changed in the minor scale from the major scale?

E – ________

A – ________

B – ________

5. What is the order of half steps and whole steps that make up the minor scale?

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

Major/Minor Listening Practice
In addition to identifying each as MAJOR or MINOR, please include whether it is a CHORD or SCALE.

1. ___________________________

4. ___________________________

2. ___________________________

5. ___________________________

3. ___________________________

6. ___________________________

Major/Minor Listening Practice

In addition to identifying each as MAJOR or MINOR, please include whether it is a CHORD or SCALE.

1. ___________________________

4. ___________________________

2. ___________________________

5. ___________________________

3. ___________________________

6. ___________________________

Chords and Scales – Left Hand

1. Write the chords in the bass clef:


C Major



F Major



G Major

(1st Inversion)



(2nd Inversion)

2. What is the correct finger order for a scale in the LEFT hand?



Ascending (Going Up)


________________________________________________________________________


Descending (Going Down)


______________________________________________________________________

Chords and Scales – Combining Hands

Play through the following exercises using both your RIGHT hand and LEFT hand. Write in the fingering to help you.

MUSIC ELEMENT 7: FORM

FORM is the organization of a piece of music

Music is grouped into phrases. A phrase is a musical sentence or a grouping of measures. When we compose these phrases, sometimes a composer wants to keep them organized. To do that, a composer labels them with letters.

Form in Music – Three New Types of Form
	
	Definition

	Strophic
	Verselike – Repeated sections – may or may not have a refrain

	Rondo
	One section returns repeatedly with a section of new music before each return

	Theme and Variation
	One main theme with big changes in rhythm, tempo, texture or tone color


Texture and Improvisation
Harmony is created when chords are played together. This is called homophonic texture. It is also created when chords are played with a melody. This kind of harmony is a polyphonic texture (different lines moving at different times and on different pitches).

Chords must harmonize with the melody. The following are the rules of harmonization or creating a pleasing polyphonic texture.

Chord:


Notes:

C Major (C E G)

C D E F G

_________________________________
F Major (C F A)

F G A B C

_________________________________
G Major (D G B)

G A B C D

_________________________________
C minor (C Eb G)

C D Eb F G

*These notes for melody can be in any order or any octave.

ON THE KEYBOARDS! Improvise playing one of these chords with their corresponding notes. Play with rhythms and have fun. You do not need to use all of the notes in the same order every time.
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