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6th Grade General Music:

Music Elements
Name: _______________________________________________________
Period: __________
Music Element 1: Melody

MELODY is a series of pitches played or sung one at a time



SOLFEGE is a system that names every pitch. These names are single syllables:
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When these syllables are in order, it creates a MAJOR SCALE
A SCALE is the basis for writing music. By using the pitches in different order, different songs are created. The MAJOR SCALE is the most commonly used scale.

DO is the most important syllable in the major scale. It is considered the home tone. Typically a song will start and end on DO as well as appear many times in the middle of the song.

A Melody can move up, down and stay the same. The melody may also move in a stepwise motion (pitches in a row) and/or leaps.
COMPOSER TASK NO. 1

Create a short melody with your group using the following steps:

1. Use every pitch once

2. Start and end on DO

3. Have your melody move up, down and stay the same at different points

4. Show an example of stepwise motion and leaps

Use the space below to help compose your melody:

Ex. _Do_

_Mi_

_So_

_Do’_

_Ti_

_La_

      _So_

_Do_

_Re_

_Mi_

_Fa_

_Do_

Now your turn:

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

____
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____

Once you are happy with your melody, double check that you have fulfilled each requirement and begin to practice your melody using the solfege hand signs. Be ready to share your composition with the class!

COMPOSER TASK NO. 2 – to be completed after taking notes on expression
Create a short melody with your group using the following steps:

1. Reuse the melody from Task No. 1

2. Add in two different dynamics
3. Add in one tempo
Practice your melody using the tempo and dynamics you have selected. Be ready to share your composition with the class!

Music Element 2: Expression

EXPRESSION tells you how to specifically play a note or series of notes



Special Focus: ARTICULATION

Articulation – Expressive markings that tell a musician how to play a specific note with a particular technique.



STACCATO


	Symbol
	Definition

	
	


Musical Example:

Symphony No. 5 by Ludwig van Beethoven

-The first 4 notes of this piece are a motive used throughout the entire piece. In this motive, the first 3 notes are STACCATO and the last one is long.



ACCENT

	Symbol
	Definition

	
	


Musical Example:

Mambo by Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990)

-The main theme of this piece (which ends with people yelling MAMBO!) contains notes with ACCENTS.



FERMATA

	Symbol
	Definition

	
	


Musical Example:

Rigoletto, “La donna e mobile” by Guiseppe Verdi (1813-1901)

-This piece features a melodic section where the singer ends with a long FERMATA.

Music Element 2: Expression

EXPRESSION tells you how to specifically play a note or series of notes



Special Focus: DYNAMICS

Dynamics – Expressive markings that tell a musician how loud or soft to play the notes. A symbol is used to represent each specific dynamic.



Dynamics that stay the same

Pianissimo – very soft
Piano - soft

Mezzo Piano – medium soft

Mezzo Forte – medium loud

Forte - loud

Fortissimo – very loud

Dynamics that change

Crescendo – gradually get louder
Decrescendo – gradually get softer



Matching
Match each dynamic with the correct symbol:
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In addition to these dynamics, fortississimo is a term meaning to play “very very loud” and pianississimo is a term meaning to play “very very soft.” Please write the symbol for these dynamics:

Fortississimo: ______


Pianississimo: ______



Listening

Bolero by Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)

This 15-minute piece is one large ___________________________, which means that it begins at a dynamic of _______________________________ and gradually builds to __________________.

Musical Element 3: Tempo

TEMPO tells a musician how fast or slow to play the music



Allegro:

Andante:

Adagio:

Accelerando:

Ritardando:

Musical Element 4: Tone Color

TONE COLOR is the special sound of each voice or instruments



When we listen to an instrument or to someone singing, we can describe the sound as being a low or high sound, scratchy or clear. Below are different ideas of words that can describe the TONE COLOR of an instrument or voice.

Vocal Range (how high or low)

Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Bass (Baritone)

Other Descriptors

Nasal

Breathy

Scratchy
Clear

Heavy

Light

Bright

Dark
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See where the vocal ranges fall on the staff:

Let’s apply the different TONE COLOR vocabulary to some characters we know:
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Musical Element 5: Harmony

HARMONY is more than one note played at the same time



Special Focus: Texture

TEXTURE – the way in which multiple voices or instruments interact in a composition. 

	
	Shape
	Definition
	Musical Example

	Monophonic
	
	
	

	Homophonic
	
	
	

	Polyphonic
	
	
	


Musical Element 6: Rhythm

RHYTHM is how long to hold a note or silence (rest)



	Name
	Value
	Draw Note
	Draw Rest

	Whole
	
	
	

	Half 
	
	
	

	Quarter 
	
	
	

	Eighth
	
	
	

	Sixteenth
	
	
	









Musical Element 7: Form

FORM is the organization of a piece of music



When we organize music, we organize it into phrases. A PHRASE is a musical sentence, a group of measures. 

Exercise:

Using the music for Ode to Joy, let’s use parentheses to mark the different phrases.
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We can also put labels to further organize the music. We usually label these phrases with letters. In Ode to Joy, we have four phrases. To label these phrases we would write, A A’ B A’.
Let’s describe the different phrases found in Ode to Joy:

A –

A’ –

B –

A’ –

Composer Spotlight

















Individual


Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here





The Symphony No. 9 in D minor, Op. 125 “Choral” is the final complete symphony of Ludwig van Beethoven. It was completed in 1824 and is one of the best-known works of the Western Classical repertoire.


	Symphony No. 9 is considered to be one of Beethoven’s greatest masterpieces and was composed while he was nearing complete deafness. 


	The fourth movement of the 9th Symphony lasts for 24 minutes and is characteristically faster than the previous three movements, at a tempo marking of Allegro.


Symphony No. 9 is unique because it was the first symphony to utilize voices.  The words that are sung in the final movement of the Symphony are set to the text of a poem entitled “Ode to Joy” by Friedrich Schiller.


	





Ludwig van Beethoven was born on December 17, 1770 in Bonn, Germany. He was a German composer and pianist and a prominent figure in the Classical and Romantic periods of music.


By the age of 20, Beethoven moved to Vienna, Austria where he studied with Joseph Haydn, another well-known composer of the Classical period.	 It was during this time that Beethoven began to lose his hearing. He continued to compose and conduct even after becoming completely deaf.


Beethoven is famously known for his compositions, which include over nine symphonies, 32 piano sonatas, numerous sonatas for violin, cello and French horn and over 16 string quartets. 








Ludwig van Beethoven





Biography








The Symphony No. 9 in D minor, Op. 125 “Choral”
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